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Investigation into the Function of the Philosophy of the Nursing Care Department

and Penetration of Philosophy to Nursing Staff

Yuko Mizuno

Management in Nursing, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

This study evaluates whether the nursing care department's philosophy functions as a philosophy or is functioning
(herein referred to as "functional evaluation"). Further, it evaluates whether the nursing staff of nursing organizations
consistently practice nursing with the said philosophy (herein referred to as "penetration"). Furthermore, the study aimed
to clarify the degree of penetration of this philosophy concerning the nursing staff and the actual situation affecting this
penetration.

Hospital function evaluation certified hospital (Japan Medical functional evaluation mechanism, 2017) in which
the organization operates toward the philosophy achievement is evaluated as a target facility. The functional evaluation of
the nursing care department's philosophy was conducted by administering questionnaire surveys to nursing management
department managers. The questionnaire was administered to nursing staff working in hospitals to evaluate the degree of
penetration and the factors influencing it.

Results indicate that the nursing management department manager recognized that the function of the nursing
department's philosophy was similar to that of organizational philosophy in the field of business administration and had
carried out some penetration activities. Regarding the penetration of the nursing care department's philosophy, the group
without jobs has penetrated the dimension that sympathizes with the philosophy. The department managers and chief nurses in
the post group had penetrated the nursing care department's action. However, the deputy chief nurses and the chief nurse did
not penetrate to the dimension of acting out.

Additionally, it was found that there was no significant difference in the extent of permeation nor the factors
influencing such penetration between the nursing management department manager and the chief nurses; and between the
deputy chief nurses and the chief nurses. However, a significant difference was found in the degree of permeation and factors
influencing this penetration between the nursing management department managers and the deputy chiefs and the chief nurses
on the one hand, and between the chief nurses and the deputy chief nurses on the other hand.

It was suggested that the degree of penetration of the nursing care department's philosophy and the factors influencing
the penetration were significantly lower in the deputy chief nurses and the chief nurse and the group without jobs than
between the nursing management department manager and the chief nurse.

In the future, there is a need for an analysis of how the nursing care department's philosophy would be reflected in
individual nursing practice. This would help build upon current activities that further this philosophy's penetration extent for
the nursing management department managers and the chief nurses of these organizations and departments, and the deputy

chief nurses and those occupying unprofessional positions. It is necessary to confirm whether there is.

Key words: nursing organization, the nursing care department's philosophy, philosophy's penetration
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