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Study on Clarification of Characteristics of Nursing Practice Research Part 3

— Verification of Characteristics of Nursing Practice Research —

Machiko Ohkawa

Nursing Research and Collaboration Center, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

Gifu College of Nursing promotes nursing practice research with a view to improving and reforming the nursing
practice, but its characteristics have not been fully clarified. This study aims at integration and further clarification of the
characteristics of nursing practice research based on the results derived from the Collaborative Research by nurses and
college faculty as well as the research conducted in Master’s Course of the College, and also at verification of the study theses
published in the Journal of Gifu College of Nursing.

In order to verify the characteristics of nursing practice research, the published theses on nursing practice research
were analyzed if they contain the items which constitute the characteristics of nursing practice research derived from the
Collaborative Research by nurses and college faculty as well as the research conducted in Master’s Course of the College. The
items which were not contained therein were deleted or the wording was corrected as needed. These items were integrated
and categorized qualitatively and inductively according to the similarities in meaning in order to clarify the characteristics of
nursing practice research.

The verification of Collaborative Research and Master’s Course Research indicated that most of the target theses
contained the items which constitute the characteristics of nursing practice research in each study field. Some of these
characteristics are “clarification of practical issues by analyzing them from the multi-angled viewpoints of users, practitioners,

9 <

and organizations,” “collaborative creation of nursing practice methods in clinical scenes based on the users’ feelings and

2

needs and giving back the result,” “organizational structuring based on the users’ feelings and needs for nurses to offer it

2 <

actively and sustainably,” “promotion of practitioners’ awareness reform by reviewing their practices, opinion exchange, and
learning opportunities,” “development of inter/intra-organizational collaboration and reinforcement of collaborative relations
between practitioners.” The nursing practice research aims at creation of user-focused practical nursing methods, human
resource development and systemization which enables to offer them. Therefore it is considered as research activity which can
lead to organizational reform of nursing scenes. Future issues are structuration of nursing practice research and clarification of

empirical knowledge gained through nursing practice research.

Key words: nursing practice research, practice improvement, users’ needs, organizational reform, human resource

development




