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The Role and Function of Nurses and the Competency of Nurses at the Natural Disaster
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Nursing Collaboration Center, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the roles, functions, and competencies of nursing professionals integrating
three areas: 1) hospitals, 2) public health care centers/municipal health centers, and 3) home nursing visits, based on
activities to cope with disasters in these three areas.

Based on the description in 22 documents that handled activities to cope with disasters as well as on interviews of 11
nursing professionals, etc. as authors of the documents, “methods of activities and details” and “ideas that became the
foundation and what is considered as important” are summarized by facility and timing of the disaster. And, to read the
contents of the unity of each activity, followed by extraction of the roles/functions of nursing professionals and their
necessary competencies.

As a result of categorizing the roles/functions of nursing professionals by timing of the disaster after integration of
three areas and categorization, there were a total of 22 cases including five cases in the preparation phase, eight cases in the
acute phase and nine cases in the sub-acute to chronic phases. Competencies necessary to cope with disasters were
summarized in accordance with the categories of roles/functions after integration of three areas, and were categorized into
127 depending on the meaning. These categories of competencies were further categorized in accordance with similarity
of the content by removing the framework of roles/functions, and as a result, there were 20 middle classifications and six
large classifications including the “competency to recognize roles and responsibilities of nursing professionals to cope with

9 <

disasters and to work on continuing education and preparedness,” “competency to assist in accordance with information
collection and assessment in relation to support needs,” etc.

By capturing the roles, functions, and competencies of nursing professionals in disaster response integrating these
areas, it was possible to demonstrate the extensive roles and functions to be played by nursing professionals as well as
competencies required for that purpose, including the normal period. From the state of nursing care that developed the
roles/functions depending on support needs, the variety of the roles/functions of nursing care and their possible
development were successfully indicated.

Moreover, clarification of competencies required as a nursing professional irrespective of the activity field will give

some indication on the whole concept of basic nursing education.

Keywords: disaster nursing, role and function, competency




