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A Study on Fundamental Concepts of Nursing Education Focusing on Working; Through the

Current Situation of a Bachelor’s Program in Nursing and Exchange of Opinions

Mika Umezu

Nursing of Adults, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

This study was carried out for improving “nursing education focusing on working” in the bachelor’s course in
nursing by clarifying the current situation of such education through interview on the faculty staff of a nursing college and
using the results thereof for examining its fundamental concept through exchange of opinions with faculty staffs of another
nursing college.

An interview session was conducted on 14 faculty staff members of College of Nursing A to gather information on
the current situation of “nursing education focusing on working” and the results were sorted out for the contents, periods,
and methods of such education. Based on those results, opinions were exchanged with three professors of other nursing
colleges.

The “education focusing on working” was composed of by four elements of “the meaning of working for human
being”, “the relation between health and work”, “the necessity and methods of support for health issues/problems and
working”, and “working as a nursing professional”. The professors of the nursing universities pointed out that the necessity
of teaching nurses how to support the care recipients to stay on the job and how to work as a nursing professional as well as
the education on “the meaning of working for human being” are universal subjects not limited to the nursing course.

Based on the above results, fundamental concepts of nursing education focusing on working were sorted out as
follows:

1. Nursing “education focusing on working” consists of “the meaning of working for human being”, “the relation between
health and work”, “the necessity and methods of support for health issues/problems and working”, and” working as a
nursing professional” and as the study progresses each of these elements are increasingly co-related to one another..

2. The education contents and methods are to be devised while taking into consideration an educational focus on
institutional systems and schemes that support working, visualization of working, understanding on place of work, and
promoting adaptability for working as a nursing professional after graduation.

3. “The meaning of working for human being” is not to be limited to a nursing course but to be included in the curriculum
of other courses.

4. In the educational scenes, it is important for students to learn both, in conjunction with each other, to understand the
meaning of working with a view to supporting the nursing care needs of “focusing on working,” and to work as a nursing
professional, and the faculty staff has the obligation to help the students to integrate both factors on the fundamental

concept of working.

Keywords: working, education, bachelor’s course in nursing




