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Study on Clarification of Characteristics of Nursing Practice Research Part2 —Characteristics of

Nursing Practice Research in Master’s Thesis of Graduate School of Nursing, Gifu College of Nursing—

Machiko Ohkawa

Nursing Research and Collaboration Center, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

This study aims at clarifying the characteristics of nursing practice research conducted in Master’s Course research
activity as the second stage of the project for clarifying the overall characteristics of nursing practice research which enable
improvement and reform of nursing practices.

The method employed is to review the master degree thesis of two students who completed the Master’s Course in the
Postgraduate School of Gifu College of Nursing, to extract descriptions which correspond to the components of the nursing

29

practice research (six elements including “issues derived from analysis of current status,” “improvement of nursing practices
based on the users’ needs,” “initiatives for practice improvement and sharing of outcome,” “intentional efforts made for
improving the awareness of the nursing staff and their outcome”) and then to categorize similar indications in a qualitatively
inductive fashion.

20 elements were derived from the theses as the components of the nursing practice research in the Master’s Course
research activity, which include, “clarification of practical issues based on the actual situations and recognitions gathered from
the users, colleagues and staff,” “planning and trial of systematic initiatives in collaboration with the superiors, colleagues and
relevant departments in practical activities in recognition of own positions in the workplace,” “formulation, implementation

2 <

and evaluation of nursing methods based on the consideration of users’ thoughts and needs,” “adjustment of the nursing
methods formulated on the consideration of users’ thoughts and needs according to the inputs from the users, colleagues,
relevant departments, and staff,” “sharing of the implementation, evaluation and adjustment processes of the formulated
nursing methods and the results thereof within the organization,” “facilitation of common recognition and expanded
understanding on the practice improvement among the staff members involved in practice through opinion exchange and
educational initiatives,” and “development of support methods through cross-sectional cooperation within the organization”.
As the characteristics of nursing practice research conducted in Master’s Course research activity, the following
features were clarified: (1) Clarification of practical issues based on the recognition and actual situation of the users and
service providing staff, (2) Promotion of systematic initiatives for developing nursing practice methods based on the users’
thoughts and needs, (3) Awareness reform and organization structuring of service providing staff for embodying user-first
nursing by reflection of practice and accumulation of learning, and (4) Development of systematic cooperation methods and

enhance collaboration for realizing practice improvements.

Keywords: nursing practice research, users’ needs, improving practice, master’s course

— 124 —



