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The Learning Status of Newly Employed Nursing Graduates

Based on Their Clinical Nursing Experience
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine how newly employed nursing graduates learned from their clinical nursing
experiences by focusing on "How they practiced nursing thinking?" and "What they learned about clinical nursing?" “This
study also considered what is taught in a bachelor course to become a professional nurse, who can continue to learn during
clinical nursing experiences”.

Qualitative analyses were performed on data collected from semi-structured interviews that were conducted twice
with six newly employed nurses who had worked 2 to 3 years as nurses after graduation.

In two interviews, the participants narrated about three to six stories of their clinical nursing experiences with their
patients and their new responsible roles.

The learning based on clinical nursing experiences was categorized into the following six initiatives: “attempting to

99,

be independent even if they are not sure about the practice”; “exploring their involvement while focusing on the patient’s

29, <.

feelings”; “being aware of their sense of responsibility and mission as a nurse”; “working in cooperation with other care
workers”; “using work results to motivate themselves to improve”; and “endeavoring to grow and improve their own practical
abilities.”

99, ¢

They also learned the following about nursing: “a deep understanding of the subject”; “a nurse’s role in directly being

99, < LI

involved with the feelings of patients and their families”; “a nurse’s heavy responsibility to protect life”; “a primary nurse's
responsibility to solve patients’ problems”; “working as a team”; “how to prepare for proper nursing practice”; “how to set
goals and seek opportunities and methods for their own growth”; “a feeling that nursing is possible”; and“feeling competent
enough to become a nurse”.

In order to become a nursing professional who continues to learn based on clinical nursing experiences, undergraduate
courses should include information that allows students to learn how to focus on the will of an individual, understand
and respect that patient as an individual , accept the responsibility to nurture as a professional nurse, and understand the

significance of working with others to solve problems.

Key words: undergraduate courses, newly employed nurses, clinical nursing experience, learning




