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Abstract

In this study, we identified support needs for our college graduates. Our previous studies showed the circumstances
of nursing competency acquisition and influencing in-service training, etc. among our college graduates. The findings of
this study were based on these results, as well as opinions from nurses in charge of teaching in clinical settings where
graduate nurses are employed and to whom we presented the results of previous studies. We then examined lifelong
learning support in the form of cooperative efforts between the college and clinical settings.

Graduate nurses during their first two years after graduating needed support for independent and autonomous
nursing practice, supports for reflecting themselves and their practice, and supports for psychological aspects. In the three
to five years after graduation, nurses needed a wide range of training to assist nursing practice in a team and support to
fulfill a role in the work site such as guiding new nurses. Specifically, four to five years after graduation and onwards,
support was needed for learning leadership, staff development, and career management including entering a graduate
school. Furthermore, in the six to nine years after graduation, nurses needed support for efforts and research to solve
problems at the work site, and for continuing their nursing practice while maintaining a work-life balance.

In dealing with these support needs, institutions need to provide support for better practice through group training
and on-the-job training. Three years after graduation and onwards, graduate nurses require support to fulfill a role at the
work site and experience team practice. The college needs to support enhancing and improving practice and career
management including psychological support. In order to do so, the college can utilize college programs on lifelong
leaning support such as networking events where alumni can interact with each other, or with teaching staff and students, as
well as study support, workshops, and graduate schools. Also, this support needs to be offered by both sides while
exchanging information and opinions on individual development or in-service training. Three years after graduation and
onwards, the college and clinical settings need to assist career management plans of nurses by facilitating projects on
lifelong learning support from the college from the standpoint of both sides. In addition, this support helps graduate nurses
think, make choices, and address situations on their own. Therefore, it is necessary to provide opportunities for them to

reflect on their own nursing practice at an appropriate time.

Key words: bachelor graduate nurses, support for lifelong learning, college-clinical settings cooperation




