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Study on Clarification of Characteristics of Nursing Practice Research Partl
-Characteristics of Nursing Practice Research in Collaborative Research

by Nurses and University Faculty-

Machiko Ohkawa
Nursing Research and Collaboration Center, Gifu College of Nursing

Abstract

Gifu College of Nursing has conducted collaborative research by nurses and university faculty, and research
activities in the master’s program as part of nursing practice research with the goal of improving and innovating nursing
practice, but the characteristics of nursing practice research have yet to be clarified. As the first step to clarify the
characteristics of nursing practice research, this study aims to clarify the characteristics of nursing practice research in
collaborative research by nurses and university faculty.

To formulate the analytical framework for nursing practice research, the research curriculum of our master’s
program, which is proceeded based on careful confirmation of each process of nursing practice research, was recursively
categorized to extract the components of nursing practice research. Next, the four collaborative researches of our college
were examined to extract the content that might correspond to the components of nursing practice research, while the
extracted content was categorized with similar semantic content.

Six components of nursing practice research were extracted, which includes “issues derived from analysis of current
status,” “improvement of nursing practices based on the users’ needs,” “initiatives for practice improvement and sharing of
outcome,” and “intentional efforts made for improving the awareness of the nursing staff and their outcome.”

As for the components of nursing practice research in collaborative research, 13 components were extracted which

£ “t

include “to clarify current status and issues of nursing support by exchanging opinions and considering relevant cases,” “to

29 .

consider the role of nurses and setting up of a necessary support system based on users’ desires and needs,” “to create a
forum for nursing staff to share the current status and issues of nursing support and to discuss how to improve it,” and “to
promote common recognition, knowledge, and motivation for improved nursing through a hands-on learning process.”

The above results then derived the following characteristics of nursing practice research in collaborative research by
nurses and university faculty: 1.the clarification of practice issues by means of present data analysis based on the viewpoints
from both the users and the nursing staff, 2.the construction and the returning of nursing practice methods based on users’
needs, 3.the promotion of improving the awareness of the nursing staff through a learning approach based on the review of
nursing practice and exchange of opinions, and 4.the strengthening of multidisciplinary collaborations with diverse

institutions and relationships between the nursing staff.

Key words: nursing practice research, collaborative research, users’ needs, improving practice
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