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Research on Midwives Recognized '"Mothers and their Children in Need of Concern"
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Mari Tanaka,Haruka Komori and Maiko Sawada
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Abstract

A questionnaire-based survey regarding “mothers and their children in need of concern and collaboration with other
agencies.” was conducted on midwives with at least seven years’ experience working at a primary obstetric medical institution
in Prefecture A. The survey included questions on any experiences regarding “mothers and their children in need of concern”
specific instances of and responses to “mothers and their children in need of concern,” organization and team responses,
issues of cooperation with other medical institutions, and issues of cooperation with the authorities. The questionnaire
was distributed to 180 working midwives and 68 of the midwives responded. Sixty-four (94%) midwives had experience
observing “mothers and their children in need of concern” and concerning instances including “mothers appearing to have a
problem with interacting with and developing attachment to their child,” “mothers appearing to have mental health problems,”

and “mothers appearing to have problems in their marital and family relationships.” Responses to “mothers and their children

EENNT3 EENNT3

in need of concern” included “contacting a local health center,” “endeavoring to listen to the mother’s story,” “sharing
information on the situation among staff to discuss responses,” and “keeping an eye on the mother’s condition.” These were
the observations of midwives who provided close care to pregnant and nursing women on a daily basis. These midwives first
ascertained the situation by listening to the pregnant or nursing woman’s story, then provided support to find a solution to the
problem, shared information on the situation with other staff to discuss responses, and contacted a health center.

Issues related to cooperation with governmental public health nurses included “being unable to collaborate directly
with public health nurses,” “difficulty conveying the urgency of the situation due to unclear criteria for requesting ‘maternal
and child health support services’,” “not knowing the current state of public health nurse-provided care post-discharge,” and
“wishing for a forum to share information with public health nurses.” Suggested means of establishing cooperation with
governmental public health nurses were promoting the development of face-to-face relationships and deepening understanding
of mutual support. Interventions to address “mothers and their children in need of concern” could lead to support for mother—

child relationships and families by broadening midwives’ observations to teams at medical institutions and to communities.

Key words: mothers and their children in need of concern, midwives, maternal mental health, prevention of child abuse and neglect




